
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Simpson Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, August 6, 2012 – 5:30 pm 

 
 
A meeting of the City of Belton Parks Board was held on Monday, August 6, 2012, in the Simpson Room 
at the Harris Community Center.  Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Mike Ratliff, Daniel 
Bucher, Josh Pearson, Tyson McLaughlin, and Chair Diane Ring.  City Staff in attendance included City 
Manager Sam Listi, Assistant Public Works Director Byron Sinclair, Recreation & Events Director Sandy 
Slade, and Parks Superintendent Dennis Browning. 
 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Chair Ring called the meeting to order at 5:37 pm. 

 
2. Public Comments. 

There were no public comments. 
 

3. Consider minutes from the July 2, 2012 Parks Board meeting. 
Minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

4. Receive a wrap-up report from Nathan Walker on the Eagle Scout Reflection Garden. 
Mr. Nathan Walker presented the Board with pictures of the work that had been completed on the 
project with only the descriptor rock to be placed on site and a second sealant placed on the 
benches.  He stated that his church congregation was able to fund the entire project.  Mr. Walker 
said that all vegetation planted is native to Texas, and should produce well once it takes to the 
ground.  He also stated that the benches are secured to the trees behind them by chain and lock. 
Mr. Walker thanked the Board for the cooperation he received in planning and developing the 
project.  Chair Ring told Mr. Walker that the Board and City appreciated all of the hard work to 
improve the Chisholm Trail Park area. 
 

5. Receive end of season soccer report from Michelle Rider of BCYC. 

Ms. Michelle Rider told the Board that there were 520 players and each team played 8 games for 

the season.  Chair Ring asked about the request for more goals with Ms. Rider explaining that 

they are adding more fields to the layout at Heritage and that BCYC will be adding more goals 

themselves.  Ms. Rider said that they will add some 8x24’s and some smaller, more portable 

goals.  She is unsure of what will be the final number of goals added, but suggested that it will 

probably be two large and two small.   

 

Chair Ring asked about the process for scholarships.  Ms. Rider said that the requester fills out 

an application that is then reviewed by Melissa (Melissa Parker – Executive Director), and then 

based on need and availability, the scholarships are awarded.  Mr. Josh Pearson asked how the 

projected participant figures are lower moving forward when the number this past spring season 

was much higher.  Ms. Rider said that she left the numbers in accordance to her predecessor, 

because she was unsure how the numbers were produced.  She did indicate that they took 

registration to a later date and that may have impacted the large jump with the spring participation 

count.  Ms. Rider indicated that from everyone that applied for a scholarship, they were awarded 

at least half the amount. 

 

Chair Ring asked about the new proposed Booster club.  Ms. Rider said that a parent has 

volunteered to set up a club that will help to sell shirts and things of a fund raising nature.  Mr. 

Pearson asked about the sponsors and Ms. Rider will be sending those to the Board for review.   

 



 

 

Mr. Daniel Bucher asked if the sponsorship were changing to more of a corporate sponsorship.  

Ms. Rider said that they will seek corporate sponsors that will receive recognition on shirts, etc. 

as a means of support.  Mr. Pearson followed up with a question on the general use of surplus 

funds at the end of the season.  Ms. Rider told the Board that the she believed those funds go 

towards buying goals, paint and more for the next season. 

 

Mrs. Slade told the Board that Mr. Raymond Ceniceros who will be running the soccer program 

for BCYC in upcoming seasons, has mentioned the need to place a storage building near the 

soccer complex soon.  She said that he suggested that he will bring the request to the Board in 

the very near future. 

 

6. Consider new league agreements and reporting guidelines between BYBA, BYSA, BCYC 
Soccer, BCYC Flag Football, Lonestar Soccer and the City of Belton. 
Mrs. Slade told the Board that there were a few things that the leagues would still like to see 
changed/added to the agreement for further clarification.  Chair Ring updated the Board on the 
meeting held with BYBA and said that the contracts revised for review are a result of the 
combined efforts between the organizations, Parks Board and City staff.   
 
Discussions between the Parks Board, City staff, Mr. Wade Miller and Mr. Mike Thompson, 
produced the following key elements for further consideration: 

 Add language to indicate who the leagues are affiliated with and the district areas the 
leagues service. 

 Clear indication of an annual agreement with primary and secondary dates of play. 

 Stipulation of cleaning up the concession stand after the spring season and a completed 
cleaning out after the winter session.   

 Further clarification of “misuse” of keys. 

 Adding scrimmages for the pre-season and post season timeframe within the 
agreement’s specified play for each season. 

 Clarification of a date to be used as the basis for the 30 day termination of the 
agreement.  

 Adding language to reflect that the City will work make every attempt to work around the 
league schedules for major maintenance. 

 
Mr. Miller expressed a recommendation to add language specifically allowing for small 
maintenance items to be completed by the organization with City’s approval, if there were times 
when City was unable to perform said tasks.  Chair Ring told the organizations that no matter the 
work, the City will need to take on that responsibility.  Additionally, Mr. Miller expressed concern 
about using sprinklers on the field based on the indication in the agreement.  Mrs. Slade said that 
a time line was given for the City to look at and get an idea on the irrigation system.   
 
Mrs. Slade informed the Board of a minor paragraph reconstruction on the reporting guidelines, 
as a stipulation to the agreement. 
 
The Board tabled the consideration of the league agreements and suggested that a special 
meeting be held on Friday, August 17, 2012, for consideration of revised agreements.  
 
Ms. Rider presented a letter to the Board written by Executive Director Melissa Parker.  In the 
letter, Ms. Parker requested that the soccer fields be maintained and kept comparable to the 
other fields used for recreational purposes, including but not limited to field lights.  Mrs. Ring told 
Ms. Rider to be sure to add this type of thing into the suggested capital improvements on the end 
of season report. Ms. Ring also said that lights on soccer fields have been talked about for 
several years.  Further discussion occurred regarding the expense of adding lights to soccer 
fields. 
 

7. Board and/or Staff comments. 



Mrs. Slade informed the Board of the grant submission to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

for the Nolan Creek Recreational Improvement Project on August 1, 2012, with a decision 

anticipated January 1, 1013.   

 

Mrs. Slade told the Board that the Movie in the Park was a big hit and the new vendor used by 

the City did a really good job at almost half of the cost of the vendor previous. 

 

Mr. Byron Sinclair introduced himself to the Board and spoke briefly about the support the City is 

receiving related to the Nolan Creek Recreational Improvement Project. 

 

8. Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm. 


